
Investigator training for MDs, DOs, PAs,

NPs, or PharmDs

Clinical research coordinator training

(healthcare professionals that want to

upskill, students eager to learn, job seekers,

or military veterans and military spouses

that want a new career)

Clinic startup support (outpatient

healthcare clinics in need of strategy,

partner introductions, and general

support)

Networking (clinical trial consortium,

clinical trial pipeline taskforce, and

Partners in Workforce Advancement)
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Join Us in Building A Globally Competitive Hub For Medical Innovation

Who Should Apply?

Physicians 

Healthcare Professionals, students,

veterans, career/job seekers

Community-Based Outpatient

Healthcare Clinics

We are seeking the following individuals

and groups to get 

involved: 

Our Services

Apply Today!

For more information or to apply to the

program, visit the link at the QR code!

Program Description:

The Clinical Trial Academy aims to grow our region's clinical research workforce and the number

of investigator sites conducting clinical research in El Paso, Texas and Las Cruces, New Mexico.



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 28, 2021

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Michaele Linden-Johnson

Director of Clinical Trials & Business Development

michaele@mcamericas.org

EL PASO, TX – The Medical Center of the Americas (MCA) Foundation is excited to announce

the launch of its Clinical Trial Academy Program and invites community-based outpatient

healthcare clinics, physicians, healthcare professionals, students, job/career seekers, and

military veterans to apply to the new program. 

Sponsored by Bristol Myers Squibb’s Organization for Latino Achievement (OLA), an employee

resource group, and in partnership with the Association of Clinical Research Professionals

(ACRP), the MCA’s Clinical Trial Academy program aims to grow the region’s clinical research

workforce and the number of investigator sites conducting clinical research in El Paso, Texas

and Las Cruces, New Mexico.

“This program is truly a game-changer for our region,” says Michaele Linden Johnson, Director

Clinical Trials and Business Development at the MCA Foundation. “Increasing access to

clinical trials and growing our talent pipeline will not only help us address global healthcare

disparities, but it will also help our region pivot from being a passive recipient of health

products to an active influencer of healthcare.”

The Clinical Trial Academy is looking for people to participate in clinical research through one

of three avenues: signing up as a clinical trial site, becoming a clinical trial investigator, and

training to become a clinical research coordinator (CRC). This is a rare opportunity to receive

training and support at no cost to the clinic, physician or CRC candidate. Physician

investigators and healthcare clinics that offer clinical research as a care option to patients will

benefit from a growing practice and improved quality outcomes, reputation, and

reimbursement rates. Likewise, CRCs will benefit from a life science career with good job

prospects, excellent wages, meaningful work, and many advancement opportunities upon

completing their training.

Clinical Trials Academy Launched to Grow the Clinical Research

Workforce and Network in the El Paso, Juarez, & Las Cruces Region



“The global clinical trials market size was estimated at $44.3 billion in 2020, and our

community would benefit greatly from participating in this exciting industry in a real way,”

explained Emma W. Schwartz, President of the Medical Center of the Americas Foundation.

“The MCA Clinical Trials Academy – free to participants– will reduce the barriers to entry for

our medical community to get engaged, expanding opportunities for medical practices to

grow while providing cutting edge clinical research as a care option to our region’s patients

and increasing diversity in trials. This is a rare opportunity and win for everyone.” 

Applications are now open. The deadline to apply is November 1, 2021, and training begins 

 November 15, 2021. To learn more about the Clinical Trial Academy or to apply, visit

mcamericas.org/clinical-trials/clinical-trial-academy.

###

About the Medical Center of the Americas Foundation

The Medical Center of the Americas Foundation is a nonprofit organization that seeks to

develop and catalyze the life sciences ecosystem in El Paso, Las Cruses, and Cd. Juárez

region. The MCA also works to ensure that the health care needs of the Paso del Norte region

are met by facilitating the growth of the entire “life sciences ecosystem”—from delivering

health care education and training for our region’s workforce to commercializing biomedical

research and innovation. www.MCAmericas.org

http://www.mcamericas.org/


QUOTES

Michaele Linden-Johnson
Director of Clinical Trials and Business Development,

Medical Center of the Americas Foundation

“This program is truly a game-changer for our region. Growing access to clinical research and our

talent pipeline will not only help us address growing global healthcare disparities and outcomes, it

will also help our region go from being a passive recipient to an active influencer of healthcare.”

"The MCA's Clinical Trial Academy will address the growing health disparities within one of the largest

U.S./Mexico border communities—El Paso, Texas and Las Cruces, New Mexico. The overall end

impact of this project is to realize a clinical trial ecosystem built by and for Hispanics that competes

globally for community-based clinical research to better the outcomes of this community of color.

This 12-month pilot program has been several years in the making and involves the collaboration of

several local and national organizations and leaders to make happen. We are excited to finally bring

this program and the related clinical research training, and investigator site support to our region."

Emma W. Schwartz
President,

Medical Center of the Americas Foundation

"The global clinical trials market size was estimated at $44.3 billion in 2020, and our community would

benefit greatly from participating in this exciting industry in a real way. The MCA Clinical Trials

Academy – free to participants– will reduce the barriers to entry for our medical community to get

engaged, expanding opportunities for medical practices to grow while providing cutting edge

clinical research as a care option to our region’s patients and increasing diversity in trials. This is a rare

opportunity and a win for everyone.” 



QUOTES (CONT.)

Susan Landis
Executive Director,

Association for Clinical Research Professionals (ACRP)

“We are delighted to support MCA in its efforts to train the next generation of clinical research

professionals and pleased to see both corporate and community support for this program. Growing a

research-ready and diverse clinical research professional workforce is a key area of focus for ACRP,

and MCA will be able to tap into the breadth and depth of our educational content to meet the varied

needs of its target audiences.”



Earn your Clinical Research Coordinator (CRC) Certificate. Apply to receive high-quality

coordinator training at no cost & enter this booming life science profession today!
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Become a Clinical Research Coordinator

What is a Clinical Research

Coordinator (CRC)?

The CRC position is one of the most

common segues into higher

positions in clinical research. This

position offers an excellent

pathway to enter a  career with

sustainable wages, meaningful

work, and ladders for career

progression

Why a Career In Clinical Research?

Lucrative jobs & excellent job

prospects

Upward mobility opportunities

Pathway to enter the life sciences

field

Minimal education is required 

Clinical Research Coordinator Training

The entry-level CRC course uses a blended

approach comprised of self-study and 13

(1.5 hours each) group meetings facilitated

by an experienced CRC instructor

Cohort 1 applications are due on Nov. 1,

2021 and will meet once a week starting

Jan. 2022

Certificates will be awarded upon

completion of each class and a final course

exam

Participants will be educated using The

Association for Clinical Research Professionals

(ACRP)'s CRC Core Competency Foundation

curriculum:

Apply Today!

Who Should Apply?

Student

Career seekers

Veterans

Healthcare professionals

Who Is Eligible?

Residents of El Paso & Las Cruces

Those over 18 years of age

Individuals willing to complete the

training within a year
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Become an Investigator

Apply to receive high-quality investigator training at no cost to you & provide clinical research

as a care option in your existing medical clinic today!

Why Clinical Research?

Investigators, responsible for the

planning and execution of a clinical

trial, play an important role in the

development of drugs, therapies and

medical devices to combat disease,

treat chronic and degenerative

diseases, and improve the health of

people throughout the world

Benefits of Clinical Research

Diversified payor mix

Become a recognized

thought leader

Improve patient access to

innovative care

Increase quality outcomes

Expand practice visibility,

reputation, and referrals

Who Should Apply?

Physicians (MDs or DOs)

Mid-tier Healthcare

Professionals (PAs, NPs, and

PharmDs)

Individuals practicing

medicine in El Paso and Las

Cruces

Investigator Training

24/7 on-demand access to high-quality training

via the Association For Clinical Research

Professionals (ACRP) eLearning portal

Access 5 required GCP courses and 20+

courses for more advanced learning

Ideal for new or entry-level investigators

Certificate provided upon completion of the

course exams

Before taking on any trials, providers must

complete specialized Good Clinical Practice (GPC)

training provided through this program:

Investigator Coaching

Participants are invited to register for seminars (3

hours each) with experienced local investigators

Review course content and get questions

answered

Meet other regional investigators new to

research

Apply For Training & Coaching Today

Applications due November 1, 2021. Apply at

https://mcamericas.org/clinical-trials 

https://mcamericas.org/clinical-trials
https://mcamericas.org/clinical-trials


Outpatient Clinics

located in El Paso,

Texas or Las Cruces,

New Mexico

The life science industry is one of the

strongest economic growth engines in the

US. Clinical reasearch will help us build

the talent and infrastructure to spur

economic growth, bring medical

innovation to the region, turn scientific

insights into commercial applications, and

improve the quality of life of our citizens.
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Why Conduct Clinical Research?

Program Description

The Clinical Trial Academy is

committed to the growth and

diversification of our clinical research

workforce, improving patient access to

clinical trials, and advancing

groundbreaking medical care.

Learn How Today!

For more information or to apply to the

program, visit the link at the QR code!

Want to provide clinical research as a care option to your patients, but don’t know where to

begin? We can help. Schedule a meeting with the MCA today!

Become a Clinic of Choice for Tomorrow

Who Should Apply?

Benefits For Outpatient Clinics

Provide innovative high-quality care

Diversify your payor mix

Improve quality outcomes

Recruit and retain talent

Increase practice visibility,

reputation, and referrals

Our Services

Business strategy

Startup support

Partner introductions

Community training: investigators

and coordinators


