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I have been on the Medical Center of the Americas 
(MCA) Foundation Board of Directors since the first 
time it met, nine years ago.  In 2014, I was honored 
to begin serving as Chairman of the Board for the 
MCA Foundation and MCAmericas Holdings, Inc.  
We have achieved much in the MCA’s nine years of 
operations.  The first years of the MCA were start-
up years spent building its reputation, establishing 
its operations and team, gaining the confidence 
of the community, gaining profound knowledge of 
the region’s life science industry, advocating for 
the MCA campus and biomedical community, and 
winning some big grants and contracts.  These 
planning, learning and building efforts led us to the 
incredible advancements we have begun now.

The MCA is now big business with very real 
commitments.  During 2014, the MCA and its 
subsidiaries employed 13 professional-level 
individuals – many recruited from outside the 
region with remarkable capabilities and experience.  
It had millions of dollars on its balance sheet.  
It designed an almost $30 million biomedical 
research building.  It purchased a 13 acre parcel of 
land from the City of El Paso on the MCA Campus 
for the development of a research park.  It saw the 
completion of the $14 million Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center El Paso Nursing School 
building construction, which it partially funded 
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through the City Impact Fund grant.  The MCA is now 
a real regional asset and a beacon for a prosperous 
regional future.

It goes without saying that truly amazing big projects 
– like the MCA – don’t happen without a lot of 
challenges.  Some of the challenges that the MCA 
overcame this year include the potential relocation 
of the project site for the Cardwell Collaborative 
building, redesigning the building to remove the 4th 
floor, and having to find a new financial institution to 
fund the construction loan due to an overabundance 
of caution around conflicts of interest.  Working 
through these issues resulted in the MCA’s 
land purchase, obtaining permit fee waivers for 
developments on the property up to $370,000, a 
new partnership with El Paso Independent School 
District, and one of the first loans provided by a 
regional consortium of community banks that reach 
from Las Cruces, New Mexico to Fabens, Texas.  

The MCA staff, board and consultants, city elected 
officials and staff, stakeholder leaders, community 
bankers, donors and many others have worked 
together to craft a set of concepts, projects, 
arrangements, relationships and documents 
that resulted in these achievements.  This is 
what I admire about our community today and its 
commitment to a bright future.  

I look forward to the MCA’s plans in 2015 to launch 
a public relations campaign that will highlight 
the resources and capabilities our region has 
amassed.   This PR campaign will go hand-in-hand 
with our continued fundraising efforts.   Building a 
biomedical industry is no small task and will require 
a substantial amount of additional funding to create 
a globally competitive program.  It is time for our 
community to shine.  I invite you to become more 
involved in this exciting endeavor!

This is my El Paso. The El Paso of Collaboration.

Edward Escudero

Each year brings a new set of issues and a new 
set of opportunities, and 2014 was the ultimate 
expression of this.  Throughout 2014, the MCA found 
itself challenged from internal and external sources, 
and emerged by the end of the year somewhat 
transformed, but certainly better and stronger.  

The Cardwell Collaborative building, although 
reduced in size, was enhanced in program and 
team.  The RedSky team was strengthened, and their 
message and work is resonating.  I believe that the 
leadership of our board of directors, the commitment 
of our staff and the community’s belief in our efforts 
carried us through the year.  In 2015, we expect to 
give back to all of these groups by building on our 
vision of creating a world-class biomedical industry 
in the Paso del Norte region.  

The Cardwell Collaborative team and program 
was further defined and enhanced over the course 
of 2014.  We are proud to announce that 95.5% 
of the work on the building will be done by local 
contractors and subcontractors.  Jordan Foster 
Construction will lead the construction effort, while 
Philo Wilke Partnership, our architects, continue 
to build a “high-tech” architecture industry in 
our region.  The partnership between Broaddus 
& Associates and ECM International has given 
us strong project management through their 
combination of experience and local knowledge.  
A unique consortium of community banks came 
together to finance the building, led by Citizen’s 
Bank of Las Cruces with participation by First 
National Bank and Bank of Texas.  Furthermore, the 
Cardwell Collaborative’s dry lab uses were better 
defined (augmented reality, m-health/e-health, 
medical bionics, physician’s office of the future), 
and the need for a high performance computing 
center– a resource not currently in our community 
– was defined and validated.  The skyline of El Paso 
will begin to be transformed in 2015 as the region’s 
first private biomedical research and technology 
commercialization building emerges along I-10 in 
one of the poorest zip codes in the country, becoming 
a key building block for this neighborhood’s 
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transformation into a model hub 
for economic opportunity and medical 
advancement. 

During 2014, the RedSky team was able to spend 
their first full year developing their robust strategy, 
installing an elite board of directors, identifying 
strong and profitable service lines and creating 
a unique marketing package.  Their world-class 
team continues to integrate into our community 
and enhance our region’s offerings to the rest of 
the state, country and world.  They are immersing 
themselves into our three regional universities, 
strengthening these institutions’ innovation portfolios 
and entrepreneurship capabilities.  We are excited 
that the innovative resource that the MCA has 
developed through RedSky is being recognized and 
utilized locally and nationally.  Next year will truly be 
a showcase year for RedSky, especially as it brings 
on its first scientific addition to the team.… I can’t 
wait to see what happens.

In 2015, our community will really begin to feel the 
effects of the foundation that has been laid by the 
MCA Foundation team and funded by our community 
in so many ways.  We still have a formidable 
fundraising goal facing us in 2015, but we strongly 
believe that the people and businesses in our 
region deserve the opportunities that our efforts are 
bringing and will help to fund our efforts.  We look 
forward to delivering on our vision as our biomedical 
industry continues to take root and grow!

This is my El Paso. The El Paso of Opportunity.

Emma W. Schwartz
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ABOUT
MCAmericas Holdings, Inc. and its 

subsidiaries work to advance the 

development of the MCA campus and 

the region’s biomedical industry.

MISSION
To improve access to quality health 

care in the Paso del Norte region 

by building a better healthcare 

infrastructure, providing superior 

educational opportunities and attracting 

researchers and providers to the region.

VISION
To position the Paso del Norte region as 

the premier center of health delivery, 

education and research concentrating 

on issues unique to military, border and 

Hispanic populations.

TEAM

MCA
Martha Hood, Director of Accounting

Marianne Mijares, Executive Assistant

Carlos Ortega, Chief Financial Officer &   
Director of Impact Funds

Beverly Rebe, Corporate Governance

Emma W. Schwartz, President

Angelica Talavera, Operations Manager

REDSky
Albert Di Rienzo, President

Alexander Di Rienzo, Media & Creative   
Content Manager

Mark Frazer, Senior Director, Business Development

Jeff Fuchsberg, Director, Intellectual Property & 
Competitive Analysis

Humberto Lara-Guerra MD, MSc, PhD, Director, 
Clinical & Translational Research

Neyha Sehgal, Assistant Director, Market Analysis

Stephen Voglewede, Assistant Director,   
Business Development

ABOUT US
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Cardwell Collaborative 
Development & Real Property 
- upper 3 acre tech park site

Real Property Holdings -
440 Raynolds

Real Property Holdings
- lower 10 acre tech park site

ORGANIZATION:
C O M P A N I E S  A N D
BOARDS OF DIRECTORS

Management, Finance, Fund 
Development, Outreach

Innovation +
Professional Services

Richard Adauto, III - University of Texas at El Paso

César Blanco - Texas House Representative

Alfredo Borrego - San Juan Neighborhood Association

Vimal Chaitanya, PhD - New Mexico State University

Jacob Cintron - Las Palmas Del Sol Healthcare

CEO - El Paso Children’s Hospital

Eric Evans - Sierra Providence Health Network

Tommy Gonzalez - City of El Paso

Luis Mario Gutierrez Gutierrez - Hospital Ángeles

Col. Michael Heimall, MD - William Beaumont Army 
Medical Center

Richard Lange, MD - Texas Tech University Health 
Sciences Center El Paso

Phillip Rivera - Memorial Medical Center of Las Cruces

Hon. José Rodriguez - Texas Senator

David Stout - El Paso County Commissioner

James N. Valenti - University Medical Center of El Paso

MCA FOUNDATION HONORARy & INSTITUTIONAL DIRECTORS

DIRECTORS
Edward Escudero, Chair
Henry Yoshawirja, Vice Chair
Rafael Adame
Lisa D. Budtke
Miguel Fernandez, Jr.
L. Frederick Francis

Ted Houghton
Rodolfo Mata
Judy Robison
Robert E. Skov
Linda Troncoso
James Volk

DIRECTORS
Linda Troncoso, Chair
Meyer Marcus, Vice Chair
Lisa D. Budtke
Edward Escudero
Brent Harris
Gary Hedrick
Rodolfo Mata
Robert E. Skov
Henry Yoshawirja

DIRECTORS
Daniel Wolf, Chair
Kenneth McLeod, PhD, Vice Chair
Rafael Adame
David Borkholder, PhD
Dirk Brown, PhD

Emma Schwartz
Robert E. Skov
Rosemarie Truman
Henry Yoshawirja

HOLDING 
COMPANy
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CARDwELL 
COLLABORATIVE
LEADERSHIP DONORS

Jack Cardwell
Economic Development Administration, 

U.S. Department of Commerce
Hunt Family Foundation

Douglas & Emma Schwartz
Robert E. & Jacqueline B. Skov

Henry Yoshawirja family, Po Hu family, Simon Hu family

CONTRIBUTING DONORS
Anonymous Donor
Isha Rogers Babel

Kimmie & Dalton Caldwell
Margie & Edward Escudero

Guy Fields & Cindy Lyons
Gary & Leanne Hedrick

Will Jewell & Martha Hood
Adair & Dee Margo

Charles C. Miller III, PhD
MIMCO

Lina Ortega
Luigi Pereira

Rio Bravo Title
John Rogers, Jr.

Joe Rosales, Sr. (In memory of Rose Rosales)
Sierra Machinery, Inc.

Transtelco, Inc.
TRE & Associates, LLC

James Volk

SyNAPSE SPONSORS
Dekker/Perich/Sabatini

Kindred Hospital
Sierra Providence Health Network

BLUE Sky SPONSOR
El Paso Electric Company

SUN SPONSORS
Richard Aguilar

Castro Enterprises
First National Bank

Harold & Beth Hahn

Tha
nk 

you
 2014

DONORS
Hoy Fox Automotive Group
United Bank of El Paso del Norte
ScottHulse, PC
WestStar Bank

MOUNTAIN SPONSORS
Gary & Leanne Hedrick
Inter National Bank
John Rogers, Jr.

RIO GRANDE SPONSORS
David & Diane Bernard
Transtelco, Inc.

VIVA SPONSOR
Blanco Ordoñez Mata & Wallace PC

DyNAMICA ExPO 2014 SUPPORTERS
TITLE SUPPORTER
Sierra Providence Health Network

SILVER SUPPORTERS
The City of El Paso
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso

CONTRIBUTING SUPPORTERS
C.D. Lee/Britton
Chase
El Paso Orthopaedic Surgery Group
El Paso Specialty Hospital
Guerra Investment Advisors
HUB International
Lauterbach, Borschow & Co., P.C.
Mentis Neuro Rehabilitation
Texas Gas Service
Texas Tech Technology Transfer
Union Pacific
ACG, LLP (White + Samaniego + Campbell)

IN-kIND CONTRIBUTORS
BPSI/Herman Miller
EmbroidMe
Currey Adkins
Margarita Cabrera
Huntleigh Technology Group
Makios IT Services
Sanders\Wingo
ScottHulse, PC
Table Occasions 

PROGRAMS
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COLLABORATIVE
Anchor TenAnTs:
n MCA Foundation

n RedSky 

n TTUHSC El Paso

Key ProjecT collAborATors:
n City of El Paso

n Citizen’s Bank of Las Cruces, First National 
Bank, Bank of Texas 

n Donors

n MCA Board of Directors

n RedSky

ProjecT TeAm:
n Owner:  MCA Tech Park, Inc.

n Project Managers:  Broaddus & Associates 
and ECM International

n Architects:  Philo Wilke Partnership

n General Contractor:  Jordan Foster 
Construction

n Commissioning:  Bath Commissioning 
Corporation

n Test Adjust Balance:  Campos Engineering

n Security: SD Technologies

n Construction Material Testing:    
Professional Service Industries, Inc.

n Cabling / IT / AV: Comco, Inc.

BUILDING 
ATTRIBUTES:
n Avatar (in lobby area) 

– Virtual receptionist

n High Tech Conference Center

n Tier 2 High Performance 
Computing Center

n Intern Open Office Suite

n Beaker Café

n Shower room and lockers

n Collaboration spaces 

n Incubator Space – Wet/Dry 
labs

n LEED Silver building

n Redundant fiber to building

n Secure wireless throughout 
the building 

n Security – tenant key card 
access + video surveillance

ANNUAL REPORT 2014 11

The Cardwell Collaborative 
is a biomedical research 
and technology 
commercialization building 
being developed by MCA 
Tech Park, Inc., under the 
flagship of the Medical 
Center of the Americas 
(MCA) Foundation.  The 
building, named after Mr. 
Jack Cardwell, is a three-
story, highly sophisticated 
facility to be located at 
the entrance of the MCA 
Campus (5130 Gateway 
Blvd East).  It will stand 
as an icon, symbolizing 
the region’s proliferating 
biomedical community.  
Construction began 
in February 2015 and 
occupancy is expected in 
May 2016.

C A R D w E L L
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It’s my pleasure to provide a year-end letter for 
RedSky – a wholly-owned, for-profit subsidiary of the 
Medical Center of the Americas Foundation (MCA) 
– that has been in operation for approximately 18 
months.  As with most early stage companies, RedSky 
had its share of challenges, moving from launch in 
the 3rd Quarter of 2013, to fully operational in 2014.  
Consequently, the year was a very busy, exciting and 
rewarding one for the RedSky team as we continued 
to grow the Company, institutionalize processes, and 
offer diverse, yet comprehensive capabilities that 
directly support RedSky’s economic development 
and translational research mission.  With time, it 
is my belief that RedSky will be recognized as the 
entrepreneur’s one-stop-shop for innovations that 
have healthcare and wellness applications.

To facilitate the realization of the aforementioned, 
the RedSky team continued developing regional, 
national and global relationships in order to promote 
and strengthen its brand within the healthcare and 
wellness innovation ecosystem, with the Company’s 
primary focus being the Paso del Norte region.  For 
those of us that reside in the region, we are very 
fortunate since it possesses a unique combination 
of academic, healthcare, research, manufacturing, 
and service assets that can form the basis of a robust 
healthcare and wellness innovation hub, and RedSky 
is excited to be a champion in this endeavor along 
with the MCA.  Once again, RedSky partnered with 
the MCA to host Dynamica Expo 2014, which was a 
two day event designed to foster collaboration among 
academia, industry, government and others to bring 
about healthcare innovations.

LETTER FROM THE
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Some 2014 highlights demonstrate that RedSky is 
moving closer to being a one-stop-shop.  RedSky 
developed the region’s first seed-accelerator, 
which will immediately have an economic impact 
by realizing the start-up of several companies that 
will hopefully remain within the region since they 
will be started, mentored, and supported here.  With 
time and success, we expect that the RedSky seed-
accelerator will attract applicants from outside the 
region, increasing its economic impact.  Further 
highlighting the value that the team can bring to 
its collaborators and customers, the region, and 
seed-accelerator, are the newly received positions 
of RedSky as Johns Hopkins University Mentor in 
Residence, Texas Tech University System Investor 
in Residence, and University of Texas at El Paso 
Innovator in Residence as part of the Mike Loya 
Center for Innovation and Commerce.  In addition, two 
RedSky employees received appointments as Affiliate 
Professors in the College of Business Administration 
at the University of Texas at El Paso. 

In 2014, RedSky continued to grow the team, 
increasing its capabilities by selecting a Director 
of Clinical & Translational Research to form the 
foundation of the Company’s Science & Technology 
team, and spearhead the Clinical Trials Network.  In 
order to create original branding, communications, 
and marketing content, RedSky added a Media & 
Creative Content Manager. Finally, RedSky continued 
to assist in the design of the Cardwell Collaborative: 
labs, High Performance Computing Center, 
information technology infrastructure, media room, 
and collaboration space. 

As always, the RedSky team and I look forward to 
bringing great value to the Paso del Norte region in 
terms of sustainable economic growth, and we’re 
pleased to be part of the exceptional and impactful 
MCA endeavor.  We’re truly humbled by the trust and 
opportunity given to RedSky.

This is my El Paso. The El Paso of Innovation.

Albert J. Di Rienzo

ABOUT 

RedSky is a comprehensive concept 
to commercialization organization, 
designed to rapidly bring 
breakthrough healthcare innovation 
to the marketplace through 
enabling those with a creative spirit 
and passion for improving human 
and animal health to achieve results 
in a timely, creative, and cost-
effective manner.

MISSION AND VISION
To be the preeminent collaborative 
resource for translational research, 
positioning the Paso del Norte 
region as a hub of excellence for 
global healthcare innovation.

PROGRAMS
RedSky Seed Accelerator

The RedSky seed accelerator was 
developed to provide seed capital, office 

space, business services, mentorship and 
advisory assistance to new ventures in healthcare 

and wellness from the Paso del Norte region.  The 12-
week program selects multiple teams developing technology-

based businesses through a competitive application process 
that culminates in a demo day in front of an audience 

of potential investors.  2014 saw the development of the 
programmatic elements, curriculum, application, and 

evaluation criteria. The seed accelerator is poised to launch 
in April 2015, following final team selections.  By providing 

necessary resources to startup businesses with compelling 
solutions, low barriers to entry and short times-to-market 

in high-growth industries with active venture investment, 
we expect the RedSky seed accelerator to return immediate 

and sustainable benefit to the region and become a fixture 
alongside our commercialization endeavors for technologies 

with longer pathways.

Dynamica Expo 2014
RedSky worked alongside the MCA Foundation to bring 

Dynamica Expo 2014 to El Paso, encouraging active 
discussion between researchers and physicians to 

promote biomedical innovation.  RedSky helped with all 
aspects of marketing, logistics and coordination, recruited 
speakers from the region and beyond, promoted the event 

to exhibitors and vendors, developed and moderated 
roundtable discussions, and judged research posters for the 

prize competition.

Clinical Trials Network
Humberto Lara-Guerra, MD, PhD, was recruited by the 

RedSky team in 2014 and joined RedSky in January 2015 to 
take the lead on forming a regional clinical trials network 

(CTN) by bringing our local healthcare and research 
institutions together with commercial and research entities 
outside of the area to promote clinical trials in the Paso del 
Norte region.  The CTN will have a particular emphasis on 

issues with high impact on Hispanic and military populations.

REDSKY NOW SERVES AS:

n Johns Hopkins University 
Mentor in Residence

n Texas Tech University System 
Investor in Residence

n University of Texas at El Paso 
Innovator in Residence as 
part of the Mike Loya Center 
for Innovation and Commerce
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heAlThcAre rIsInG
On September 4, the Greater El Paso Chamber of 
Commerce joined with the MCA Foundation to organize 
a State of Healthcare address titled “Healthcare Rising.” 
The program featured a rare assembly of high profile 
industry leaders who gave forward-looking talks to an 
audience of 200 at the Plaza Theatre.  Panelists included:

n Eric Evans, Market CEO, Sierra Providence Health 
Network

n James N. Valenti, CEO, University Medical Center 
of El Paso

n Jacob Cintron, CEO, Del Sol Medical Center

n Phillip Rivera, President, Las Cruces Physician 
Services at Memorial Medical Center

n Richard Lange, MD, Founding President, Texas 
Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso

n Col. Michael Heimall, MD, Commander of William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center

n Syed Yusoof, MD, President, El Paso County 
Medical Society

n Oscar Cantú, Periódico Norte in Juárez

n Kristi Daugherty, CEO, Emergence Health Network

The event put a spotlight on how far the region’s health-
care industry has come over the last 10 years, its strong 
economic value and the potential healthcare holds to 
lead our region’s economy.

DynAmIcA eXPo �014
On November 14 and 15, the MCA Foundation 
organized Dynamica Expo 2014 (last year known as 
BIOMED) to showcase the region’s ideas, research, 
inventions and technologies to further healthcare 
innovation.  This year’s event featured an incredible 
exhibit hall that included robotics demonstrations and 
gastronomic food creations, as well as “the physician’s 
office of the future” registration area.  The dynamic 
slate of international speakers provided audience 
members opportunities for one-on-one discussions 
with healthcare and innovation thought leaders.  The 
event keynote speakers were:

n Paul L. Domanico, PhD, Senior Director of 
Research & Development, Clinton Health  
Access Initiative

n Bruce E. Bloom, JD, DDS, Ashoka Fellow / 
President & Chief Science Officer,   
Cures Within Reach

n Joseph M. Smith, MD, PhD, FACC,   
Chief Medical Officer & Chief Science Officer, 
West Health Institute

n Rosemarie Truman, MBA, Founder & CEO,  
The Center for Advancing Innovation Inc.; CEO & 
President, RHT Consulting

VIP shoWcAses
Several times throughout the year, the MCA is asked 
to coordinate VIP Showcases for elected officials 
and other high-level individuals or organizations.  
The purpose of these events is to showcase the life 
sciences assets that have been developed in the last 
15 years in the region.  Presentations are given by the 
MCA and RedSky as well as TTUHSC El Paso, UMC of 
El Paso, El Paso Children’s Hospital, Sierra Providence 
Health Network, and others, followed by tours of the 
medical school and MCA campus.  2014’s line-up 
included:

n John Boehner, Speaker of the United States 
House of Representatives 

n City of El Paso Site Selection Consultants  
(Spring & Fall visits)

n Borderplex Alliance and Angelous Economics

OUTREACH
TExAS TECH UNIVERSITy
HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER
EL PASO

GAyLE GREVE HUNT
SCHOOL OF 
NURSING

Completed
December 14, 2014

New Synapse sponsors

Total monthly email campaigns sent

Interviews conducted and aired on 88.5 FM 
(Synapse media partner)

Number of people outside of El Paso who 
viewed the Synapse Job Board

Number of new subscribers

Dollars earned in advertising

3
12

18

358

628
6,100

By THE NUMBERS
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Address:
201 E. Main Street, 
Suite 1514
El Paso, Texas 79901

Telecommunications:
(915) 613-2478 office
(915) 225-2477 fax

www.MCAmericas.org




